Homewood City Schools

HOMELESS EDUCATION PLAN

Purpose of the Program

Homeless children and youth will be provided the opportunity to receive a free and
appropriate public education regardless of their residency status. The program will
ensure that these students are afforded equal access to academic and other services that
will allow them to meet the same challenging state achievement standards as non
homeless students.

The program provides procedural guidelines to ensure that homeless students are not
denied enrollment due to the lack of registration documentation at the time of enrollment.
Homeless children and youth will be enrolled immediately pending obtainment of
necessary documents. The school counselor will assist parents, guardians or
unaccompanied youth in obtaining the proper documentation.

The homeless education program makes every effort to provide homeless children and
youth with a stable school environment by enrolling students in the school or origin and
providing them with transportation to and from the school of origin. Provisions are made
for parents, guardians, or unaccompanied youth to decline enrollment in the school of
origin.

The program provides for a homeless liaison that will ensure program implementation
and coordinate efforts to ensure that homeless children and youth, including preschool
age children, are provided the opportunity for academic success.

Identification and Registration Procedures

Homeless children and youth are often undetected. The system will conduct training
sessions with the appropriate school personnel to inform them of methods of identifying
homeless children without stigmatizing terminology.



The parent or guardian may enroll a homeless child or youth with or without proof of
residency, birth certificate, social security number, immunization record, or school
records. The school counselor will provide the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth
appropriate assistance in obtaining the necessary records and documents for enrollment.
Enrollment without the required immunization record will be pending receipt or
acquisition of immunization documentation. The existing method of assigning a student
number will be utilized when a student enrolls without a social security number.

An unaccompanied youth may enroll himself/herself. In this case, the school principal or
designee will immediately contact the Central Office Homeless Liaison to report the
enrollment of an unaccompanied youth. The school will provide the youth with proper
assistance in language that the student understands. The Central Office Homeless
Liaison will assist the homeless unaccompanied youth in obtaining eligible educational
services.



